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DR. BUDHENDRA KUMAR JAIN

Dr. Budhendra Kumar Jain is an eminent ophthalmologist and a distinguished leader in the field of
community eye care. With over five decades of dedicated service, he has played a pivotal role in transforming
eye care accessibility for the underprivileged. He currently serves as the Director of Sadguru Netra
Chikitsalaya at Shri Sadguru Seva Sangh Trust, Chitrakool, Madhya Pradesh.

2. Born on 5" December, 1948 Dr. Jain was inspired by the philanthropic vision of Saint Shri
Ranchhoddasji Maharaj and joined the Trust in 1974 after completing his medical studies from Rewa and
Mumbai. At the time, the institution was in its nascent stage, with limited facilities. Under his visionary
leadership, a modest 12-bedded eye dispensary has evolved into one of India's largest NABH-accredited eye
hospitals, equipped with Asia's most extensive and largest ophthalmic modular operation theatre complex.
Today, Sadguru Netra Chikitsalaya provides high quality, affordable eye care to millions of patients from
rural and underserved communities across the country.

3. Dr. Jain pioneered the concept of community outreach in eye care, introducing large-scale rural eye
camps and vision centers across Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. The hospital now conducts over 4,500
outreach camps and over 1.55 Lakh ophthalmic surgeries annually, also benefiting over two million of
patients each year. So far. Dr. Jain had individually performed over 1.50 lakh eye surgeries, demonstrating
his exceptional expertise and dedication to restoring vision. Under his visionary leadership and guidance, the
trust has successfully performed more than 31 lakh eye surgeries and more than 2.70 crore patients have
been screened and served, making a profound impact on eye care and elimination of avoidable blindness.

4. Dr. Jain has contributed extensively to ophthalmic research, with over 20 publications in national
and international journals. His expertise is sought after by various ophthalmic institutions, where he serves
as a mentor, guiding the development of sustainable eye care models. His efforts have also positioned
Sadguru Netra Chikitsalaya as a premier training center in ophthalmology, recognized by the International
Council of Ophthalmology.His commitment to eliminating preventable blindness has led to the
establishment of over 130 primary eye care centers and four-advanced city clinics, ensuring accessible
treatment for remote populations. His efforts have been instrumental in declaring five districts as cataract
backlog-free zones.

S. Dr. Jain has been the recipient of numerous prestigious awards and honors such as 'Dhanda Award'
for rendering the best community eye care services (1996), 'Firdausi Award' in 2003 and the 'Life Time
Achievement Award' at Eye Advance 2004 in Mumbai, 'Best Work in Community Ophthalmology' by the
Indian Alumni of the International Centre for Eye Health, London in 2005, 'K.R. Dutta Award' for Outstanding
Ophthalmic Services to the Rural Community in 2010, 'Shri Dharamsey Nansey Oman Award' by Vision 2020
and the 'Dr. M.C. Nahta - Rashtreeya Netra Suraksha Puraskaar'. He is also recipient of 'Award for
Outstanding Work in Prevention of Blindness' by Asia Pacific Academy of Ophthalmology APAO in 2013,
'Lifetime Achievement Award' by the Indian Society of Cornea & Kerato-refractive Surgeons, 'Prof. T.P.
Lahane Orientation Award'in 2014, 'Shri S.N. Shah Award' for Vision 2020, 'Life Time Achievement Award' at
the IIRIS Annual Conference, and the 'Excellence in Ophthalmology Award' in 2017, 'AIOS Life Time
Achievement Award' in 2018, 24™ Mahaveer Puraskar by the Bhagwan Mahaveer Foundation, Chennai and
the prestigious 'Dr. Gullapalli Rao Endowment Award'. Dr. Jain was recognized as a “Living Legend in Indian
Ophthalmology” by the Indian Journal of Ophthalmology in 2023, in his honor, the journal (IJO) dedicated its
cover page to him and featured a guest editorial, celebrating his remarkable contributions to the field of

Indian ophthalmology.
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